[Pulmonary embolism as a complication of sclerosing treatment of esophageal varices].
In several investigations, sclerosing of oesophageal varices has proved effective as emergency treatment in cases of bleeding varices and also as prophylactic treatment after haemorrhage. Serious complications are extremely rare but brief episodes of slight pyrexia and tachycardia accompanied by dyspnoea and sensation of pressure in the thorax are not unusual observations. A patient, who experienced symptoms of this type after two successive sclerosing treatments, was investigated and pulmonary emboli were demonstrated probably resulting from passage of the sclerosing agent to the pulmonary circulation via the vena azygos and right side of the heart.